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Resolution on Significant Political Developments in Asia

APA/ Res/2016/12

1 December 2016

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Inspired by the principles and values enshrined in the Charter of the APA;

Reaffirming its commitment to the promotion of freedom, democracy, peace and security at regional and global levels;

Promoting, as an APA principal policy, the resort to political means and diplomatic solutions, including parliamentary diplomacy, for resolving internal and international conflicts, instead of violent and military course of actions;

Expressing the utmost concern on the passing JASTA Law by the US Congress in September 2016, which is in direct violation of the UN Convention on Jurisdictional Immunity of States and their Property.
Considering terrorism and violent extremism as serious common concerns for all Member Parliaments, threatening the security and well-being of human societies;

Being Concerned with the situation in Yemen, call for national and political solutions to the crisis and warns against the escalation of tensions by terrorist groups like al- Qaeda which could swirl the country into chronic violence and instability;

1. Deplore massive destruction and indiscriminate killing of innocent civilians in Syria and Iraq and urge the international community to help Syrian and Iraqi peoples to confront  the menace of terrorism;

2. Urge the governmental authorities as well as all civilian opposition fronts and entities in Syria to expedite their engagement in constructive dialogue and mutual compromise with a view to achieving political solutions to their disputes; putting an end to internal armed conflicts; safeguarding independence, national sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of Syria; and guaranteeing civil rights and freedoms including fair and free elections;

3. Call Upon all relevant parties to establish effective mechanisms to ensure peace and stability in the Korean Peninsula, adhere to principles of international law including the principle of peaceful settlement of disputes, and avoid any action that might provoke tension and destabilize regional and international peace and security;

4. Express concerns on the growing potentials for conflict in Kashmir and urge the concerned states to observe utmost restraints and abide by the respective resolutions of the United Nations concerning the situation in Kashmir.

5. Support the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) between the Islamic Republic of Iran and E3/EU+3 (Germany, England, France/European Union+ United States, China, Russia) as endorsed by the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2231 and acknowledge the fulfillment of undertakings by the Islamic Republic of Iran under the plan as verified by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and urge other parties to fully implement their commitments under the JCPOA. which include the complete removal of all sanctions of the United Nations Security Council, as well as multilateral and national sanctions related to Iran's nuclear program and in upholding its rights under the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT);

6. Call Upon the US Government and Congress to retrieve from JASTA Law.

7. Decide to offer APA Good Offices for peaceful settlement of disputes through mediation;   conciliation;   and   negotiation   in   Asia   utilizing   its   unparalleled capacities in parliamentary diplomacy, through its Troika-Plus mechanism or otherwise, whenever requested by parties.
